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CLARENCE BROWN CONFERENCE CENTER TO BE AN INVESTMENT IN THE LOCAL ECONOMY
Cartersville, Georgia.  July 1, 2009 – Bartow County voters went to the polls in June 2008 and voted in support of a two-penny Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax continuation.  Residents favored this seamless investment in the community in order to gain much needed meeting space, an expansion of the Bartow County Jail, five new fire stations, a fire/EMS headquarters, and a new Georgia State Patrol facility.  While each of these projects brings about necessary infrastructure for growing Bartow County, the new Clarence Brown Conference Center will bring a positive economic impact and much needed tax dollars to fund future growth projects.
The $20 million project held its official groundbreaking today on GA Highway 20, west of I-75 Exit 290, across from Georgia Highlands College Cartersville Campus.  The center, designed by Lyman Davidson Dooley, Inc. and constructed by Hogan Construction Company, LLC., is expected to open in mid 2010.
During a six-year developmental phase, local leaders embarked on the center’s primary purpose of providing adequate public assembly space for Bartow County residents; however, they also had the foresight to enhance the center’s design with technological amenities that will attract regional business and educational markets.  By providing services such as videoconferencing, telepresence, interactive whiteboards, wireless and wired Internet connectivity, film quality projection systems, and assistive listening, the facility will be the most technologically sophisticated conference center of its size in north Georgia.
The expansion of distance learning opportunities and ease of international connectivity for regional industries are just a few of the facility’s new features.   In addition, the Clarence Brown Conference Center will be an ideal location for legal professionals and law enforcement officials to conduct depositions and other inquiries without the expense of business travel.

Designed with aesthetics as a priority, the center will be a pleasing setting for regional social gatherings such as weddings, receptions, proms, dances and fraternal organization forums.  With the ability to serve as a state-of-the-art trade show facility, the center will also avail itself to limited competitive events such as dance competitions, table tennis tournaments and pageants, just to name a few.  The 300-seat lecture hall will also welcome cultural events such as author’s presentations, public readings, and dramatic monologues.  Hosting national political debates is also a distinct possibility for the Clarence Brown Conference Center – a similarly designed setting in Oxford, Mississippi hosted the 2008 McCain-Obama Debate.
While the variety of suitable occasions are numerous, Cartersville-Bartow County Convention & Visitors Bureau (CVB) executives propose that the center will serve at minimum 70,000 people annually, with 30% of these from Bartow County.  It is projected that the 49,000 non-residents will travel from distances of 50 miles or more.  Approximately 60% of the center usage will be for educational or professional gatherings and 40% will attend social/leisure or fraternal gatherings.
The CVB has developed its economic impact projections based only upon the non-residential usage or 49,000 annual new visitors.  According to the Travel Economic Impact Profile for Georgia conducted by the Travel Industry of America (TIA) for the Georgia Department of Economic Development, the average daily expenditure for business travelers in Georgia is $175 per day.  The projected 60% non-residential business clients, or 29,400 people, will make direct expenditures of $5,145,000 in one year.  The remaining 40% drawn for social functions will make direct expenditures of $1,528,800 per year.  When these new dollars are multiplied in the local economy through salaries paid, replenishment of good and services consumed, the effectual economic impact per year could be more than $10 million annually (applying a 1.5 multiple). 

Still, this yearly economic impact does not take into account the impact of new job creation generated by this facility.  The TIA Georgia study notes that one new job is created for each $83,713 in new expenditures brought into a community.  Therefore, the $6,673,800 combined total expenditure generated by the Clarence Brown Conference Center will produce at least 79 new community jobs with a minimal average annual salary estimated at $20,121.

Not projected is the impact of spin-off private investments related to and generated by the creation of this new conference facility, such as additional hotel and retail developments.
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