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CONSTRUCTION BEGINS ON LEED CERTIFIED                                                     CLARENCE BROWN CONFERENCE CENTER
Cartersville, Georgia.  July 1, 2009 – Bartow County civic leaders gathered today to break ground on the new Clarence Brown Conference Center to be constructed on GA Highway 20 across from Georgia Highlands College, Cartersville Campus.  Following much consideration, community input and six years of planning, construction is set to begin on the new 45,000 sq. ft. meeting facility named in honor of Bartow County Commissioner Clarence Brown.

The project is funded by the two penny SPLOST continuation approved in June 2008, and an additional $100,000 technology grant awarded by the Appalachian Regional Commission.  (Additional countywide SPLOST-funded construction projects from that vote include expansion of the Bartow County Jail, five new fire stations and a fire/EMS headquarters, and a new Georgia State Patrol facility.)  Lyman, Davidson Dooley, Inc. of Marietta created the building design to meet the requirements for LEED Certification. Hogan Construction Group, LLC. of Marietta has been chosen as the project’s general contractor.  Construction is expected to be completed mid-2010.

In keeping with Bartow County’s commitment to environmental stewardship, the facility will be LEED (Leadership in Energy & Environmental Design) Certified.  Administered by the U.S. Green Building Council, LEED certification recognizes design and construction practices that are sustainable, reduce negative environmental impact, and increase a building’s profitability by lowering energy consumption.  The Brown Center will have a Silver Level Certification and will be one of only seven publicly-owned LEED certified buildings in Georgia.
The Brown Center – where it’s all about people – has been designed to host social and business functions with the seamless efficiencies that 21st Century technology affords.  The main ballroom will be 12,824-square-feet and can be divided into four separate spaces.  The ballroom alone will accommodate up to 1,400 people.  Some of the technological features include integrated videoconferencing, telepresence, content archival/publishing, and distance learning opportunities making this an ideal classroom extension for area community colleges.  In addition, there will be nine classroom/meeting rooms, a 300-seat lecture hall, and an executive boardroom.  Interactive whiteboards, projections systems, additional videoconference sites, large format film presentation screens, and annotation and assistive listening capabilities found in these areas will foster appeal to a broad corporate audience.

The 20-acre property will also feature a beautifully landscaped outdoor pavilion and an amphitheater.  In theory, this facility could host up to 17 different functions simultaneously.  The facility and grounds will be aesthetically pleasing, lacking any institutional visual impressions.  The traditional architectural style is intended to be reflective of the community’s core values, while blending with the Georgia Highlands College Corridor vision.  The new facility will be technologically sophisticated and aesthetically pleasing, offering unparalleled amenities for social and business functions in northwest Georgia.  The Brown Center will certainly be a source of pride for Bartow County residents.

The Clarence Brown Conference Center will house the offices of the Cartersville-Bartow County Convention & Visitors Bureau and will be operated by the CVB staff.
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